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Newsletter of the Big Bend Amateur Radio Club, AD5BB 
       November, 2013                                                   Alpine, Texas 
 

 

ELEPHANT MOUNTAIN WORK COMPLETED 

 
On Sunday, October 20, a work crew made the trip to Elephant 

Mountain to complete the next step in the multi-stage project of 

moving the BBARC repeater system hub from a building with a 

roof that is perilously close to collapsing (and already leaks 

badly) to a smaller but structurally sound building. 

 

Bruce, N5BBJ, with assistance from Doug, N5HYD, got the new 

electricity drop connected and installed in the new building.  At 

the same time, Bill, W5ATO, with help from Dave, N5DO, 

raised the tower and mounted the antennas.   

 

The next (and final step) in this project will involve moving the 

equipment itself, including several hundred pounds of battery 

cells.  This will most likely be a two day project.  All this effort 

will be to move the BBARC Repeater System Hub   

 

 
 

W5ATO on the new tower. 

 

 
 

The newly installed electrical service for the hub building. 

 

 

 

 

M2M –MARATHON TO MARATHON 
From W5ATO 

 

Five operators provided safety and support communications for 

the 10
th
 annual Marathon to Marathon race, also known as 

“M2M”, on Saturday, October 26, 2013; Bob Newman, 

W5RHN, Fran Hancock, K5FRN, Rusty Herman, KB5R, Bob 

Ward, WA5ROE, and Bill Baker, W5ATO. 

 

This year’s race, which has become a sanctioned and certified 

qualifying race for the Boston Marathon, saw 296 finishing 

runners.  Sixty-eight Full Marathon runners, 109 Half Marathon 

runners, 53 runners in the 10 kilometer, and 66 in the 5 kilometer 

participated.  The first finisher in the full marathon was Collin 

Bond of Kyle, Texas with a time of 2:57:00.0.  The last runner to 

finish the full marathon fought and struggled through 26.2 miles 

and kept going for 6 hours, 47 minutes and 38.9 seconds to 

finish.  The finish line crowd was thin, but those who were there 

gave resounding cheers and applause as a salute to the runner’s 

perseverance and determination. 

 

BBARC communications recorded 5 runners as DNF (Did Not 

Finish), 3 returned to town by personal support transportation, 1 

by Border Patrol Medic and 1 by Fran K5FRN.  No serious 

injuries or incidents were reported.  The medic transport was just 

the first available transportation and the runner was simply 

transported with no medical attention required.  As many or more 

runners may have reported DNF without our knowledge. 

 

For the past 3 years the M2M has run on a course on State 

Highway 385 starting 26.2 miles from the Gage Hotel in 

Marathon.  In 2012 it was reported that a DNF runner remained 

on the course and was lost for about 6 hours.  

 

This year, Carroll Voss of Overland Race Management was 

contracted as Race Manager.  The BBARC has worked with 

Carroll on the Big Bend Ultra 50k Run at Big Bend National 

Park since 2005.  Carroll contacted the BBARC near the first of 

October this year to request support for this year’s M2M race. 

Through Amateur Radio communications service, we were able 

to provide the event with accurate race clock start times, 

communications between headquarters and roaming Medic 

Stations, provide additional sweep service, and provide 

information on the general race progress. 

 

 

 

 

President 

Bob Newman, W5RHN 

Vice President 

Rusty Herman, KB5R 

Secretary 

Chuck Dobbins, KA5PVB 

Treasurer 

Angie Otoupal, N5MVV 
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BRIEF HISTORY OF THE M2M RACE 

 

Informal marathons had been run to Marathon from 2000 to 

2002, attracting runners from Texas, Washington State and 

Oregon.  In 2003, Suzan Combs, local ranch owner, former 

Texas Agriculture Commissioner, and current Texas Comptroller 

started the first “Marathon 2 Marathon” which started just east of 

Alpine and ran east on U.S. Highway 90, to finish in downtown 

Marathon.  

 

At that time, cell phone coverage and Brewster County Sheriff’s 

radio coverage were poor to absent in several locations along the 

course and the BBARC was asked to assist with 

communications.  The BBARC did not have a repeater on 

Elephant Mountain so Amateur Radio coverage was spotty as 

well.  With quite a number of ham volunteers, use of the Alpine, 

McDonald and Glass Mountains repeaters where possible, 

simplex communication relays, and Bob Ward riding with the 

Sheriff, communications were provided.  The Club’s emergency 

repeater was set up on a peak on the Paisano Cattle Company 

Ranch near Altuda to assist as well. 

 

By 2004, cell phone and County Radio coverage had improved 

and the BBARC was not requested for assistance between 2004 

and 2012.  Also in 2004, the BBARC received permission from 

Texas Parks and Wildlife and installed a new Hub for the 

repeater system on Elephant Mountain. 

 

This year no runners were lost.  It seems the Race Director hires 

a Race Management team for this event on a year by year basis. 

It is too early to know at this point, but it may be possible the 

BBARC may be called on for assistance again next year.  If we 

are, we do expect we will have a little more ‘Heads Up’ warning. 

 

Thanks to all volunteers for a great response on short notice.  It 

provides valuable training experience for emergency response 

situations. 

 

Remember the Big Bend Ultra Run 50k in Big Bend National 

Park, it is scheduled for January 19, 2014.  Mark your 

calendars and look for more information as the date gets 

closer.  

 

For more information you may visit 

 

http://www.marathon2marathon.net/index.php  

and  

http://www.overlandracing.com.  

 

 

 

    EMERGENCY REPEATER CHALLENGE 
From WA5ROE 

 

The 145.23 duplexers are not in the club storage unit.  All that is 

left of .23 is an empty tool box. I think an emergency repeater is 

one of our most important assets in addition to our repeater 

system and communications van.   

Hopefully the club will agree to channel some of our future 

fundraisers to the replacement of our emergency repeater.  I will 

pledge $200.00 toward this project.  

 

N5DO will match this pledge.  Anyone else who would like to 

contribute toward this project give your donation, no matter how 

small, to WA5ROE.  Duplexers alone will cost $1,500. 
 

 

SUMMITS ON THE AIR AT MOUNT LOCKE 

From W5NPR 
 

Mike Olbritch, KD5KC, El Paso and Fred (Skip) Jenson, 

W6DGW, operated from Mount Locke, elevation 6881 feet 

(location of McDonald Observatory in the Davis Mountains) 

Wednesday October 30th as a SOTA (Summits on the Air) 

function. 

 

Also on hand as observers, were Chuck Dobbins, KA5PVB, Bill 

Roberts, W5NPR, and McDonald Observatory employees Kevin 

Meyer, KF5HBP, and Judy Meyer, KF5HPO.  Skip used an 

Elecraft K2 and Mike a Yaesu FT-817.  Both were operating 

QRP at 5 watts on an Alexloop portable antenna.  Skip is from 

Auburn, California, a veteran of two Vietnam tours, and a prince 

of a man.  Mike, who is a Desert Storm veteran, had dedicated 

his time to seeing that Skip was able to operate on several 

summits in West Texas.  Together they made about 33 contacts, 

both CW and SSB, although a majority were CW.  There were no 

contacts made on 40 meters, but they were successful on 30, 20, 

17, 15, 12 and 10 meters.  Mount Locke is an official summit for 

SOTA operation and is designated as W5T/DE-003. 

 

As an added bonus,  Chuck and I using Mike’s FT-817, both 

made a Summit to Summit contact with James Zimmerman, 

N6KZ, Prescott, Arizona, from the summit of Bill Williams 

Mountain elevation 9259 feet in Arizona W7A/AE-0018.  The 

weather conditions at Mount Locke were in the mid-60’s, 

overcast with a gentle breeze.  In contrast, on Bill Williams 

Mountain in Arizona, it was in the mid-20’s and snowing! 

 

It was an enjoyable experience, and I thank Mike and Skip for 

inviting us to participate. 

 

(Thanks to W5NPR and the West Texas Section Newsletter.) 

 

 

FUTURE MEETINGS 
 

November 12 

 

In keeping with the theme of homebrewing equipment started by 

K5FD for the September meeting, we will have Homebrew 

Night.  Rob, KE5KNQ, and Dave, N5DO, will both present 

projects and Julianne, KF5KMB, and Ross, K5ZSJ, tentatively 

agreed to present projects if everything goes well. 

 

If you have any homebrew project, completed or underway, you 

could bring it to this meeting.  If not yet completed or too big to 

http://www.marathon2marathon.net/index.php
http://www.overlandracing.com/
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bring, you could describe the project.  It doesn’t have to be a 

recent project, it could be one you completed some time ago. 

 

Hopefully there will be one or more projects that will catch your 

interest.  Come to this meeting to learn what your fellow club 

members are working on. 
 

December 10 

 

This meeting will consist of the annual election of officers and 

the silent auction.  Please plan to attend and bring items to donate 

for the silent auction and money to bid on them. 

 

Always lots of fun! 

 

 

 

SURPLUS EQUIPMENT 

 

The BBARC has a sizeable amount of equipment in our storage 

room – so much that we are running out of apace.  Much of this 

equipment we received from the estates of members who became 

silent keys.   

 

To give one last chance for someone to use some of this 

equipment before it will be thrown away, until there is no surplus 

equipment left, some items will be brought to each monthly club 

meeting for members to examine.  Anyone who would like any 

of these items may have it for any bid over $1.  If two or more 

people want the same item we will have a silent auction.  Any 

proceeds (meager though they may be) will go into the club 

treasury.  Any equipment left over will be discarded. 

 

At the November meeting the following equipment will be 

available: 

 

Wavetech Model 145 20 Mhz Pulse / Function Generator 

 

Precision 520B Transistor Tester 

 

Hewlett Packard 3336B Synthesizer / Level Generator 

 

Dentron Jr. Monitor (antenna tuner) 

 

Wiltron 640E Log Amplifier (2) 

 

TPL Communications PA6-1AE, 12V RF Power Amplifier, 1 – 6 

watts in, 70 – 100 watts out, 400 – 512 Mhz (3) 

 

Some of these items look like they could be useful to the right 

person and all of them would be good sources of parts, if nothing 

else.  

 

 

FOR SALE 

 
I hope you don’t mind, I got your email off of the Big Bend 
AR website. I’m working down at Big Bend National Park 
and I’ve got a used Yaesu FT-7800 that I’d like to find a 

new home for. I used to have it in my Jeep, which I sold a 
while back and I’ve never installed in anything else. 
 
I’m up in Alpine about every month or so and would 
entertain any reasonable offer; I’m not going to use the 
radio and I’d like to get it to someone who would. 
 
Thanks for your time, 
Randy Murray 
775-455-5531 
KE7ZIK 

 
 

KENWOOD REPAIR 

 
Chuck, KA5PVB, reports having good success with the 

following repair facility for his older model Kenwood hf rig.  

The Kenwood factory repair center would no longer work on 

Chuck’s rig. 

 

AVVid 

Clif Holland, KA5IPF 

www.avvid.com 

 
 

 

THE BARK 

Newsletter of the BBARC 

 

Big Bend Amateur Radio Club 

1402 N. 5
th
 St. 

Alpine, Texas 79830 

 

Publisher: Bob Ward, WA5ROE 

  wa5roe at juno.com 

 

Editor:  Dave Cockrum, N5DO 

  n5do at sbcglobal.net 
 

BIG BEND AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
http://www.bigbendarc.com 

 
Meetings on the second Tuesday of each month at the West 
Texas National Bank Building in Alpine, 7:30 P.M. CST/CDT. 

 
ARRL Affiliated Club 

 
MEMBERSHIP AND NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION 

 

Annual membership is Jan. 1 to Dec. 31 each year. Dues are 
$36.00 per year for individual or individual & spouse. Membership 
allows you to participate in all club activities, vote at the monthly 
meetings, and includes a subscription to the club newsletter. 
 
Newsletters are available by e-mail for members, subscribers, 
and interested recipients. Send your e-mail address to n5do at 
sbcglobal.net to be put on the list. 
 

 

http://www.avvid.com/
mailto:wa5roe@juno.com
mailto:n5do@sbcglobal.net
http://www.bigbendarc.com/
mailto:n5do@sbcglobal.net
mailto:n5do@sbcglobal.net
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ABOUT THE BBARC 
 

Founded December 17, 1974 
 
ARRL affiliate since 1986 
 
The BBARC is a 501(C)3 organization.  Contributions are tax 
deductible. 
 

Big Bend Emergency Net, 3.922 MHz 
Founded September 18, 1977 
Meets every Sunday morning at 8:30 A.M. CST/CDT 
Controlled net format. Welcomes new participants and visitors. 
Established by Bob Ward, WA5ROE 
Net Manager, Bob Ward, WA5ROE, wa5roe at juno.com 
 

Big Bend 2-meter Net 

Founded July 9, 2008 
Meets every Wednesday evening at 8:00 P.M. CST/CDT 
Controlled net format. Welcomes new participants and visitors. 
Established by Bob Ayer, KA1AAJ (SK) 
Net Manager, Chuck Dobbins, KA5PVB, ka5pvb at yahoo.com  
 
 
 

 
BBARC REPEATER SYSTEM 

 
 All standard offsets. All repeaters require 146.2 Hz 
PL tone encoded on your transmit signal. All repeaters are 
linked. 
 
147.020+ Elephant Mt. south of Alpine. System hub 
146.620-  Ft. Davis located at McDonald Observatory 
146.720-  Alpine, Twin Sisters Peaks 
146.820-  Terlingua 
146.920-  Glass Mountains, Alpine / Ft. Stockton 
145.230-  Shafter, Cibolo Creek 
 

BBARC CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

November 2, 2013, Saturday, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
FUNDRAISER – HOT DOGS 

 Morrison True Value Hardware 
 

November 12, 2013, Tuesday, 7:30 P.M. 
BBARC MEETING, West Texas National Bank Building 

Program “Homebrew NIght” 
 

December 10, 2013, Tuesday, 7:30 P.M. 
BBARC MEETING, West Texas National Bank Building 

Program “Election of Officers and Silent Auction” 
 

December 11, 2012, Wednesday, 5 – 7:00 P.M. 
SANTA NET   

Morrison True Value Hardware parking lot. 
(Tentative) 

 
January 19, 2013 

Big Bend Ultra Run 50K 
Big Bend National Park 

 

 

 

mailto:wa5roe@juno.com
mailto:ka5pvb@yahoo.com

